
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES824 February 7, 2017 
education. I support public education. 
Education is the closest thing to magic 
in America. Let me say again that 
again. Education is the closest thing to 
magic in America. I experienced that 
magic. 

As a kid growing up in a single-par-
ent household, mired in poverty, dis-
illusioned about life, I nearly flunked 
out as a freshman. I thank God for pub-
lic education. But far too many kids— 
too many millions of kids today—do 
not have a quality educational choice 
in their communities. And what does 
that mean? There is a high correlation 
between incarceration, high unemploy-
ment, and lower lifetime incomes for 
those students who do not have quality 
public education. 

This Nation—the greatest Nation on 
Earth—has afforded a kid who almost 
dropped out of high school to become a 
U.S. Senator. Why? Because I found a 
path that included public education, 
and quality public education. 

So what does it look like in some of 
our cities? Let me give my colleagues 
an example from Detroit. Only 9 per-
cent of African-American kids meet 
standards for English. Thirteen percent 
of White kids meet standards or exceed 
standards in English, and 12.5 percent 
of Hispanic kids meet or exceed stand-
ards in English in Detroit. We need to 
make sure that every child in every 
ZIP Code has a quality choice. 

The Secretary of Education cannot— 
cannot—privatize education. That 
would take an act of Congress. 

So, yes, we should have a passionate 
debate about education, and yes, we 
should make sure—make sure—that 
the focus of that debate is on the kid. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TILLIS). The Senator’s time has ex-
pired. 

PRAYER 

Pursuant to rule IV, paragraph 2, the 
hour of 12 noon having arrived, the 
Senate having been in continuous ses-
sion since yesterday, the Senate will 
suspend for a prayer from the Senate 
Chaplain. 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of mercy and light, we are in 

Your hands, and we rejoice because of 
the power of Your presence. Do with us 
what seems good in Your sight. 

Lord, in the welter and variety of de-
cisionmaking, with its alternating and 
fluctuating intricacies, give our law-
makers a deeper appreciation for a con-
science void of offense toward You or 
humanity. Today, show mercy to the 
Members of this legislative body. Let 
Your sovereign hand be over them and 
Your Holy Spirit ever be with them, di-
recting all their thoughts, words, and 
works for Your glory. Lord, prosper the 
labors of their hands, enabling them in 
due season to reap a bountiful harvest 
if they faint not. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All 
postcloture time having expired, the 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the DeVos nomination? 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
The result was announced—yeas 50, 

nays 50, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 54 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Murray 
Nelson 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

The VICE PRESIDENT. On this vote, 
the yeas are 50, the nays are 50. 

The Senate being equally divided, the 
Vice President votes in the affirma-
tive, and the nomination is confirmed. 

The majority leader. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to reconsider the vote on the con-
firmation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
is on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I move to table 
the motion to reconsider. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
is on agreeing to the motion to table. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRUZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays 
before the Senate the pending cloture 
motion, which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 

move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Jeff Sessions, of Alabama, to be At-
torney General. 

Mitch McConnell, Johnny Isakson, Jeff 
Flake, Steve Daines, James Lankford, 
Dan Sullivan, Thom Tillis, Rob 
Portman, John Hoeven, Roger F. 
Wicker, John Thune, Deb Fischer, 
James M. Inhofe, Tim Scott, Lindsey 
Graham, Jerry Moran, Pat Roberts. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of JEFF SESSIONS, of Alabama, to be 
Attorney General shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SESSIONS (when his name was 

called). Present. 
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 

nays 47, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 55 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—47 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 

Nelson 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Sessions 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 47. 
One Senator responded ‘‘present.’’ 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of JEFF SESSIONS, 
of Alabama, to be Attorney General. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi. 

f 

RECESS 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
stand in recess until 2:30 p.m. today 
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